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"A Survival Guide" 

Welcome ro the adult world! NOWYOU ARE 18 has been prepared esre­
ciallv (or you. Our purpose is to expla in [Q Y(lU what SOInt. o( your fli:W 

rights are. Some areas of the law thal you want [0 know about :mJ inJl:t:d 

should klJ OW about are presented. We (' [' ied to proiell what your que.slions 
mighl be: what should you do if you have a car ,1l:ciJenr? ... ur, Wbl 

arc your rights i( you are: arrested? .. . or. what should you look for 111 

buying a lIsed car' . . . or, what are your legal oblig,nions ir you nurry? 
NOW YOU ARE 18 gives you some answers . 

The: rights expla ine:d in this booklet are im porranl. The), ;I1 ~ your LEGAL 
rights . It is also impona nr for you to know and n:member rlut ALL lhe 

laws that patai ll [0 your rights cannot be listed in ~ uch a shorr guide, [t i~ 

OLlr purpose to give YO LI rhese guidel ines to ma ke YO LI aI'. are. PkJse 
remember (here are excep tions and special ci rctlmstanu;s rh.u also .dft·cc 
your rights an d responsibi lities, NOW YOU ARE 18 is your ba~iL guide. 

We hope it wi ll be helpful in your undemanding o ( your rights J.llll 

responsibili ties as an adult, 

Contents Septemba 2003 

General Principles .. . , . , . , .. , . .. . ....... .. ....... . , , . .. . , . . . 2 


Voting ... , . , , . , . ' , ..... . . , ' ....... .. . ... , . . , . . , ... . . ... . ,j 


Jury Duty . . , . .......... , . .. ...... ..... . . . . . . , . . .. " . ... . .4 

D riving ... , ... . . " . .. ... . , . .. . , .. . .. . .. . . .. , . .... , . . . . . . ,6 


Drinkin g Laws. , ... , , , . . .. ... ... .. . , , .. .. , , . . , . . ... . , . .... . 8 


C ri min:tl Charges . . ,., ', .. ... . . . ..... . .. . ... " . ... . , . . ... ..9 


Co n r racts . , , . . , . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . , . . . . . . I 0 


CreJil ........ , ....................... ..... , . ... , . . . . ",11 


Consumer Protection, , ...... , . , , , .. .......... .. , , , . . . . . . .. 1·1 


Marriage, Divorce and Children , ........ . ......... , .. . . . . . ... [(i 


Apartm~nts .. , .. , ..... . . . ... , ., . . . " ....... , .. . . . ... . .. . . 1 <) 


Employment .. .. , ... . , . . . .. ... . , .. .. ... , ........ ... . , .. . 2 J 


M ilirary Service ........... , . , .... . ..... .. ... . . . . .. . , . . ... . 22 


http:1.1111.11


General Principles 

When does a person be<:ome an "adult"? In ·Texas. as in 1Il0~t Wlh, 

you becollW <Ul .lJul[ a[ age 18. Each sratc may determine its 0\\11 '\~(,' 
or '"ajn/il\',n 

WJ.:II (\11(.''> it IIlt'un to bct:omc 8n "adult"? When you bc:colTlt' an "adult" 

\1I11 Ihell It.,,{' ~l'n"in til..'\\" l'ij.\lm, Lt.., ro Votc Il1lke contracts in your own 

IUI!\I" ,!I!d ttJ "q"1 1 1'~ l\'lIJl'l('lrir illticl'(·ndl!lll . YIlU :ll~o haw certain new 

1('I'IlII',d"llIlC'> .1Ild "', 1i~' I, Il'tI~on~lh' ,1,,, ,~tllltll',,hk I;lf \11111' il~: tinl1~. 

WltC.1I I rem:}i "gc 18. am .I ulllo/llulkaJly giVl!Jl aU the.' right~ of an 
"adult"? In <I(!xas, th~ an~wcr ir, "y(..o;" wilh 111(; l'Xl.'l'ptioll (lIthe l;lw~ rd.Hing to 

akoh,)lil hC\'t'l.t~t"\ I;Iu'/J stiliI' IIIi~y set t/{Uerillg tlge limits/or mallY situatiolls. 
il1riuding Iht' joUoUJillg: 

• "(() VOlt: ill \[;\tt! ,Inti Illc.11deClions 


-1(1 serve Oil a jury service 


to 'Ii) malT)' withnu t p:lrencal consenr 


aliI make a will 


• Ii) work (or pay 
o To obtain J driver'~ license 


· u, he ;Iblc to examine your credir reconJ 


SOl/l(! Ofthe ,·iglJls :VOll brwe after nge 18 tbnt you did 1101 hfl1le before 
1/1" fiJI/I)IlI.~. 

I" ~II'" ill YIIIII' (.\WI' I1:1n1C 

I" In,d,., ,I UH1TI,'~r (rent :111 npanmcnt, buy a wr, and/or t:tke out a 
hi Ii ') in 

/1'11\".11/' til 

I" h. "JllIj,l 

of ,Ill' f't.... I'(II!~jhili! w 18 rllIIl I did not 

111111/1 tI, !,.!I{'I~' Id,~l ,Iga ill,\. VOll will be tried in 

,dldl (IJllIIt!,d til/III I"tlll'I ' rI""1 /lIVI"lIill' courL 

Ytilll P"h'l1l\ ,Ill till jilllW'1 ""11111'_,\1111 \lIpport you, anJ they are not 
iI.ll,k· li" .11 J,.ldCIII" \'\ll! l,lll~( 
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• Others may ~Ue you on conrraCL~ you make. 

• Yo u are eligible for jury dm),. 

• All m,lies ;Ire rc:quired to regi~(er (or militaryservicl'. 

voting~te 
What ace the requirements for voting? EVi:ry citizen or rhe Unitcd State.!>, 1H 

yea rs of age or older who is a resident of rhI: Scare ;Ind has hl'cn registcred tu 

vorl' for 30 days prior to the eleClion is qualified to vore, and m,\V voce in the 

precinct ill which hL: or sh~ resides. 

How do I register to vote? Each person who will bt: ) 8 ycars of age by rhe 

next decrion, who is a citi:zen of the Uniced ~[are;, ;wJ who. if he conn nut's 

10 reside in the precincI in which he or she will vole untilthar e1ectioll, shall 

be entitled to regi~(cr. Once registered. YOll arc not requirc:d lU rc::gi!llCf again 

unless YOll changt' your perll1;Inenr address to a din~rellr vOling prccilH.:t. 

Where do J register to vote? YOll apply [0 the County Rt'gi~triu' (COUll I)' la., 
Asscs~or-Co lleclor in most counties) or [0 D~pll[)' RL"g~(rars at mosr State 

agencies or [0 high school principals or o(he[ designated school oilicials . The 

appli cation may be complered at no COSI, t: ilha in person or by mail. The 

earliest you may regi~(er i~ lip to tWO month!> in advance :)f your eighteenlh 
birthday. You mllst be registcred by a scared deacUinc LO bc .lble ro VOtt' in all 

election. 

Where do I vote? Your local Count)' Clerk c.'>labJishes voting locations 

(polling places), u~uall) ar a school, ciry hall or ~il11ibr place, witltin lhe 

precinct in wh ich )'OU live. Your precinct number is on your vmer registration 

fo rm. [n many local ions, newspapers list tbe voring places by precinLC. 

May college students vote in the city where they go to school? Yes, for 

voting purposes , a student has a right to choose his or her pLi..:c' of re~iJerk,(;: . 

The slUdclll may registcr at collt:gc or ar the permanent residence to which he 

01' she inrenJs to rerum. ~rudellls registered in their hometown who will be al 

school at election lime may vote by mail, by applying to their local COUnty 

c::!t:crion admini~,ra lor (County Ckrk in most counties) fell an J.b~entee hallot. 
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ury Duty 


Wby is jury sen'icc important? T he United Srat(~\ Comti lliliol i .Int! Ihe 

Te,a~ ComlilLltion gu.lI";lI1 I CC all people, regardless of race, religion. sex, 

11;1(ion.11 {)r i ~in. or economic smtLL" the right to trial bv an illlpJrtiaJ jury 

If called to serve on a jury, do I have to go? Yes, unless you are D;cuscd tor 
some special rcason Thi~ is ont of Ihe responsib ilities of being an adult. 

How are people called to serve on a jury? A list of IJ ames of potential jurors , 

from all prelinCTs of lhe county. is prepared an nually from rlm'c offi cial 

somce.~: current voter rcgisrral ions , licensed drivers, and Department of Puhlic 

S,lic'ty pho to idenriflcations. Before a jury is needed, name, arc chosen at 

randolJl flOm tht.. li~[ and those people are no tifi ed to appear :J.( court . T his is 

rhe iury ranel from which jurors are chosen. 

Do all people who are in a jury pand actually sen'e on a jury? No. More 

Pl>nple art l hoo;cn rhan will be necJed because tbe judge or attorneys au tomat­
ical ly excuse some people. 

What are the qualifications for sen'ing on a jury. 
'To .fI?1'V(, on ({ JIlIY ,YOU must: 

Be at least 18 years of age 
• Ik J citizen (I f rhi, ~t,HC and of th e COllllry in which you are to ~erve 

I)S il juror 

I k 1111 difl('c! IIndt.T the Cons rimrion and laws ro vote in the counl) In 

\\111-.1, \'}II iIIl: 1,1' scfn: ,\\ :\ jllror 

• l1l "i ',IIlllId IIlIlu l .lllli gllod moral ch;lra.ucr 
1\, ,ll1k I,) 1(1\1 .lIld \\' 111 , ' 

Nnl, !l.1H' ~I.'! ' \\', l 1 , 1 i !ll ()! /, 11 \ i\ d. 1 V~ lllll'i li g ti l e pn.·Led ing th rec 

1I1 ' llIill' i ll LiIL,' 11111111\ ull tl l <> 1 d i ll i ll!,~ til l,' pn':l:t'd i l l)!, ,i x mO ll ths in Ihe 
dl~III ... , ,nlill 

'NI ., II .IV< l' l't 11 ('c)!lvi\.l cd o( rhdi or all)' relon)' 

• Nor Ill' II nder indictmcn t or other legal accusation of a mi sdemeanor 

dll'll, iclonr theft, or .lIlY other felony charge. 
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Who will a judge excuse from jury service? A person qualified to serve liS a 

jUl'Ot· may establish an exemptiOil from jury senJ;ce ifhe or sbe: 

• h m'er 70 years of age 
• 1las legal custody of a child or children younger than 10 yea rs of age 

and service on the jury requires leaving the child or children without 

adequate supervision 
• Is a <; tuJCIl[ at a public or private high school 

e 	 Is a person enro lled and in actual attendance ar an institu tion of higher 

education 

• Is an officer or an employee of the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, or any department, commission, board, office, or 

other agency in the legislative branch of state government 

A persol1 is disqualified to serve tiS fl juror ;11 a particular case ifhe 0/ ' she: 

• Is a witness in me case 
• Is interested, directly or indirecrly, in the subjecc matter of the , case 

• Is related b)' blood or by marriage to a party in the case 

• Has a prejudice in favor of or against a parry in th e case 
e 	H as served as a juror in a form er trial of the same case or in another 

case involving the same questions or facts 

How are people chosen from the jury panel? Names are chosen at random 

from those called fo r jury duty. The judge and attorneys ask general questions 
and the attorneys can ask the judge to excuse people for the reasons discussed, 

At lorneys lhen ask questions and can ask ci1e judge to excuse sOllleone if there 

is a special reason such as bias, prejudice. or financial in terest in the case. Each 

attorney is rhen allowed to eliminate a certain number (genedl), up to six in 

district CO Uft) of people wi.thour expressing a reason. This is called peremptory 

chal lenge or strike. 

Do people on a jury lose their salary? That depends on the employer. 

Employers arc required [0 give employees time off for jury service but are 

not required to continue wage payments. Jurors are paid a nominal fee by 
the coun ty fo r thei r service. An employer may require this fee to be rendered 

to them for payment of wages for jury days. This can vary from county 

to coun ty. 

How long can people be required to serve on a jury? Jurors are required to 

serve until the case for which they have been selected is finished. 

:..' 
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Drivin 


Is driving a right or~' privilege? It ;:; ,\ privilege Ihat the Slatt" (ln~xas regu­
lares. \'Oll mUSt p.lS~ .1 \Hillen tc~r .Ind a drivillg lC~1 h<.:li,,·c )'0\1 an: iSSllCJ a 

driver'; li~.:nsc. Tlli~ pri\'ilcgl~ GIll be revoked ,llld V<HI1' IkCIl'C 1<) dri ~ l.1!' he' 
suspended hv lhl' SUIt t~.lr 111:111)' rc.l<;om" including h.Hl driving such as 

Illul[iple lollislom, ":XC\!~~I\,C: [ilkt':I~, "r Jri\'il1g undlT dw intllICI1(;· ot'llmltnl. 

Do the parents continue to be liable for a child's accidents after t~c child 

turns I8? Nu. Tilt: It.thtlttv or.1 I"'Hell[ emb wht!!1 a child hemme" l~. 

Are all drivers required [0 have mc insurance? Ye~. AJI drivers arc: required 10 

mai;1[ain a li.lbilitv in~III"JIKe poli~y .1Ild to un)' [lfl)ul ' of imUralKl' in the 

vehidl.'. A driver i~ required l!) ,.. hm\, jll'oo( (,r"jnsLlI~m.::e tll.l I.IW enllm:t'mel11 

ollicer who n:tjllCMS ir. l'rm,!" of habtlity ll1~ur;U1Le is required til!' driver k'cnsc 

renr..'wal, ;IIlIIIl,I~ \'Chide Iiu.:mL' rcne\\,tl. .ll1J1l1~d vehicle' in...pe.:rion, and motor 

l" ide liti(; tr.lllsji.~r. LIlllH<: to '..irry ill~ur:'1I11.l' i~ a misdemcanor punishabl!.: hy 
a fine dctermined by Ih<.: It!;i~b[Ur(. 

How do driving laws apply to motorcydcs~ I\lIla\\'s of the ro,tJ dl.1[ appl} 

ttl l:<lf1, al~o appl)' Iu flloLOICydc\. A rt:glll.1l' drivcr's lil..cme does nm permir a 

rersOll {() it.-g,tll)' optmu: a l11ulOn.:yck 011 publi.: luads, however. A rCT)on 

musl ;lpply ftl/' J permil to Operall' J l110wrcyde .llld mUSl either salisfKwri ly 
complerl.' .J s.tfety ~our."C or f'a~s all npcramr's l{'~l ill order TO hI! W:III\ed ;t 

permit 10 opr:ratl' .1 mnwn::.yde. 

All 0pcl;lrors :lJ1d IKlssengc:r:; lInder 21 year.\ ,.lId muse wt:ar a DPS-appr6vcJ 

helmel \Vllile riding:. 

What i!> :Ul ()cclJpationailicense and how docs one get one? An occupa­

lio/l'llliccnse grant~ Iimi[cJ privikgc~ to drivl' 1 l1l(llOr vehidc fCJr those people 
whose liccnsc~ ha\'!~ bCl'n sllspendeJ, Till' pt.!rson must demonstrate an L:~~(n­
tialll~t'd lU drive ill \mll!1 I() ;ll!t'fld 5d1O'JI or work. The appl ic:l(ion made to 

the C011rt 1I111:.1 H.lle VC'I)' \I'ecilic:dly wby olle needs co drive and l1lu~r limil 
rhe Jriyinb to the ~pedtlc limes Jnd ItlGuions. 
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What happens if someone is stopped for driving while intoxicated? You 

will be arrested and taken to jail if you fail a breath/blood test. Your license 

will be suspended for a specific period of time determined by the legislature. 

In addition, if you refuse to give a breath/blood specimen, the time of suspen­

sion will be increased. You have the right to request a hearing to contest the 

driver's license suspensions. 

Your license can be suspended following your arrest for DWI and following 

your conviction for DWI. Persons under the age of 21 can also be charged 

with a DUI, driving under the influence. A DUI can be filed simply because 

an officer detects an odor of alcohol about you. You do not need to be intoxi­

cated to receive a DUr. Intoxicated also includes being under the influence of 

drugs. A DUI can result in a fine and a license suspension. 

What are the penalties for driving while intoxicated? 

• No prior conviction: Fines and times in jail are determined by the 

legislature. In addition you will be required to attend some alcohol 

counseling or educational programs. Remember that your license may 

have already been suspended. 

• One or more convictions: Ma.'{imum amounts of fines, confinement, 

and driver's license suspension may more than double for a second 

offense. This, then, becomes a felony. 

• Open Containers: It is a criminal offense for a driver or passenger to 

possess an open container of alcoholic beverage in a motor vehicle on 

any public street or highway, whether the vehicle is moving or is 

stopped or parked. 

• In all cases you may be eligible for probation for a period of time. 

Penalties are substantially increased where serious bodily injury results 

from the offense. If it is shown at the trial of a person that at the time 

of the offense the person operating the motor vehicle had an open 

container of an alcoholic beverage in his immediate possession, then 

the minimum term of confinement substantially increases. 

Do the "Driving While Intoxicated" laws apply only to cars and trucks? 

No. According to Texas law, they apply to operating "motor vehicles," such as 

motorbikes, motorcycles, aircraft, and watercraft while intoxicated. 
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Criminal ChargesDrinking Laws ~ lflt 
May the state change the drinking age? Yes. Buying beer, wine, or liquor 

is considered a privi lege rather th an a right, so a state may change the 

drinking age. 

Is the drinking age different for beer and liquor! No. In Texas it is the 

same. No person under the age of21 may legally purchase beer, wine, or 

liquor. Furthermore, it is an offense to consume it except in visible presence of 

an adult parent, guardian, or spouse or to be in possession of it under most 

circumstances. The only time a person under the age of 21 can even possess an 

alcoholic beverage is in the course and scope of employment at a licensed 

premise; they are not allowed [Q consume it. 

What is the punishment for purchasing, consuming, or possessing an 

alcoholic beverage as a minor? T his is a misdemeanor offense punishable by 

fines, ,,,,hidl increase with each prior conviction. The co ure can also suspend 

your driver's license, and you will be required to do some community service 

work. In add ition, the cou rt may require the minor to attend an alcoholic 

awareness course. 

May a person under the state drinking age buy beer, wine or liquor with 

parental consent? A person under the legal drinking age may nOt buy beer, 

wine, or liquor even if accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or spouse who 

is over the drinking age. All places that sell beer, wine, or liquor have the duty 

to ask for identification for proof of age of all persons who appear to be and 

might be under the drinking age. All places have the right to refuse to seH 

beer, wine, or liquor to all persons who cannOt show true proof of age, even if 

thal person is 21 years or older. 

What is the penalty for using a fake ID? If a minor knowingly makes a false 

entry or alteration on a state driver's license or 10 certificate or makes, pres­

ents, possesses, sells, or offers to sell a state driver's license or 10 certificate 

with knowledge that it was obtained unlawfully and falsely, he/she comm its an 

offense punishable by fines, confinement, an d community service as set by the 

legislature. 

Ifsomeone is arrested foe a criminal offense, what does he or she have a 

right to expect from the arresting officer(s)? [f arrested, you can expect to be 

thoroughly searched for weapons, handcufTed, and raken to a police station 

unless the offense is a minor one like a rrame violat ion. If the police wish to 

question you aboU[ the offense, you will be aJviseJ of YOLlr rights under the 

United States COl1S tirution (your "Miranda" riglus); that is, you will be wId 

that you need nor answer any questions, tbat you have the right ro a lawyer 

present during quest ion ing, and that a lawyer will be appoin ted to ass ist you if 

you can uot atford oue. If (he police do not wish to question you, they are not 
required to give these warnings. 

What basic things should a person remember if arrested? You have an 

absolute right ro refuse to discuss the case with anyone, and you should not 

answer questions without consulting a lawyer. If you request a lawver but 

can not afford ro pay the lav"yer's tee, one will be appointed to represent you. 1£ 
you do answer questions or volumeer information, your statemel1[S can almost 

certain ly be used as evidence againsL you at your trial. This is often true of oral 

Statements as well as those that are wrinen. Police officers cannot Force you to 

answer questions by cllfear~, and cannot bargain leniency in exchange for your 

Statement. ifYOll voluntarily agree to permit police to search yOll or your 

property, anything ther find C<1.n be used as evidence against you. If you 

choose ro answer questions, take tests, or permit ,I search, YOll may change 

your mind at any time and refuse further cooperation bur anything already 

obtained by the police call be used as evidence. 

How soon after an atTest must that person appear before a judge? You 

must be taken in front of;] magistrate without "unnecessary delay" after being 

arrested . In most cases, this wiU be done within t>veuty-fow- hours of your 

arrest, but the delay may be somewhat longer on weekend~ and holidays. The 

magistrate w ili tell you what you are charged with, inform you of cenaln 

rights, and set t he amount of your bail, unless YO Ll are charged in one of the 
,Y, 

circumstances in which bail may be denied. If you cannot afford an anorney 

and you wish CO ha ve one appoi nted, you shOllld tell rhe m.agi~rraLe during 
this hearing. 

';) 
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What does it mean to be released on bail? Bail is 3. securi ry, usu::tlly mo ney, 

given by a person arrested to assure his appearance in courl". j n Texa~. bail is 

permitted in almost all cases; a magisrrate w ill determ ine (he amount at which 

the bail is set. You m ay he rele.1.Sed on your promi se (() appear il1 cO llrt. or yo u 

may be required to post an ;lfl10ui1t of c..1sh or a "surcrv bonJ" in which 

someone guaranrces you r appearance in co urt. In an v case, if vou do not 

appear as promised. the ;1l11OL\111. of your bai l \Vii I be forfeiretl <ln d;1 wa rrallt 

can be issued For vo ur arres t. 

Contracts ~ 
~ 

What is a contract? A contract is any agreem ent behwen fWO o r more pcople 

from which each receives some beneht. 

Can I make a contract before turning] 8? Yes, bm <l'-; a millor vou coule! 
have terminar-cd most contracts. O nce you reach the age of 18 you can reaf­

firm a contract made as a m inar eithet expressly or by foil ure to disaffir m it. 

Ad ults canno t usually enforce contracts agai nst m inors. That is why your 

parents, or some adult, probably had to co-sign any contracts you made as a 

minor. Yo u may be liabl ,,:, [or the fair market v::tlut: of nect'ssary ieems 

purchased as a minor. In 'lcx:1.s, iF married alld under the age of IB you are 

cons idered an adult. 

What arc some likely contracts I may soon be part orr 

• Employment contract 

• Loan for education or to buy a car or to m;J<e ano th er huge pur-chase 

~ Inst,l11ment pmchase of some prOdllC[ 

~ Apartment remal 

o Insurance 

• Marriage 

• Medical care 

Do all contracts have to be in writing? N o. Many co ntracts (employment, 
~ some apartment leases, a promise to pay For medical care) are rarely in writing. 

However, some contracts must be in writing: 

• Any purchase of an item costing more than $ ')00 

• Any contract to buy or sell land 

• An agreement that cannot be Fully perFormed within olle year 

What are some of the advantages ofwritten contracts? 

• Pro recrion agains t dishonesty - against lies by rhe other person as to 

wha t yo u had agn:!t'LI 

• P rol;.:ction against poor me mories - aflD a time people will usually 

have different reco!leccions of lheir agreement even if rhere is no 

d i ~h one'ty 

What are some of the disadvantages of written contracts? C onsumers are 

ohen forced to ~ign pri need larm contracts thal are wrinen to favor the seller; 

for example. arremp ting co lim it warranties and saying that the consumer 

must pay the business's legal fees if there is a lawsuit [Q enforce the concract. 

Some words con tained iIl written con n·acts have technical legal meanings, 

wh ich :n e un known to mos t people. 

What are some general rules to foUow wben I am asked to 

sign a contract? 

• Do nor sig:n an r rhing until you are sure you unders tan d the agreement. 

• Read tl1L emire contract before signi ng it. 

• Ask quesrions about anything in the contract you do not understand. 

• C ross out pans of the contract that confli cL with your agreement. 

If you do this, initi::tl the cancellations Jlld have the other party do 

so as wel l. 
• Write in parts o f yo ur agreement that are not in the contract and have 

the o lher parry in irial lhc additions. 

• Do not sign a contract il- it c.. ontains any blank spaces; either fill them 

in or cross them out if they do no t apply. 

• Do not be imimidated by sales people. 

• D o nor be ral(en In by fr iendly sales people. 

• D o not think that a prinred form contract is O .K. 

• Never sign anyth ing unless you understand why you are being asked to 

sign and what you :ue agree ing to do. 

• Be sme that you get a complete, accurate, signed copy of the contract. 

What can happen if I do not honor a contract - miss payments or other 

obligations? You can be sued . You, as a "defendant," can be required to appear 

against the other person's (p lainti ff) cb il 11 against YOLI. The judge or jury 

decides w hat the facts are and the judge decides who wins. If you do not 
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JetenJ, vou wi ll lose by deh1Ull. II' YOLI lose, a "judgment" wi ll exist against 

you. Interest is added to the amount of the judgment until it is paid . 

What can I do if lowe more money than I can pay? Some options include 

working om agreements [Q pay your debts back over a period of time, taking 

out a new loa.n to pay back ~xisring debts, and bankmptcy, which is a fo rma l 

COllrt proceeding ;md quile complicated. Bankruptcy can IW/e a bad effect on 

your credit raring, making it harder For you to obtain a loan in rhe fu rure. 

Credit 

How do I get a good credit rating? A credi t rati ng, or "credit worthiness," 

measures your ability w repay a debt. This Gill be (stabl ished by a pas t record 

of comp!t:ting payments or by showing a regula r s<llalY or other source of 

mane)': You can also get a good credit rating by maintJining a savings account, 

showing uninrerrupted emplo) menr, and using, and ri mely paying on, 

credi t cards. 

How do I know what my credit rating is? You can ask businesses that 

furnish consumer credit reports to te ll YOll what information tbey have on you. 

T he consumer-reponing agency may charge a fee for providing you with a 

crerut report. The three main reporting agencie.s ,lre Experian (888-397-3742), 
TransUn ion (SOO-H88-4213) , and Equifa..x (800-585- 1111). 

How long does it take to clear up a bad credit report? h depends on the 

seriousnes <; of the past problems and the amoullr aud pll rpose for the new 

loan. GenerJ..lly, credit-reporting agencies want references on loans and 

emplo)'mem for the la.~t 7 years. A past Gad credit rating Gtn someti me.~ be 

avoided if the collateral ror the presel1lloan is sufficient. 

What is collateral? CoUateral is anYlh ing that has value that Gill be given as 

secutity fo r a loa.n . The lender wants to idenrifY property that has a value at 

least equal to dle amowlt of the loan so tbat the property can be used to pay 

back tbe debt if you are unable La repay lhe loan. 

What if I buy a TV or stereo on installments and bave a problem getting 

it tlxed? If the store refuses to fix the set, can I refuse to make payments? 

In most cases, it is not wise ro discolll inue payments, si nce the seller will claim 

t.hat you are in defuult on your obligatio ns. In general, you may stop making 

payments if the sell ing merchant fi nanced your purchase himsclC and if YOll 

validly revoke your accept:lnce by noti~' i ng the sel ler of the reason (or revo(.;;J­

ti on and reruming or offering to rerum the goods. To lise (his remedy, 

howtver, the non-conformi\)' of the goods (i.e. broken TV set) , at rbe rime of 

purchase, must be such that its value to you i~ substantially i m pai r~d and the 

non-conformity com plained of was not caused by you. On the other hand if 

the seller sold your p romissory note to another parry, your payments would 

most likely have CO comi nue, al though the holder of your consu mtr note' may 

also be subject fa a revocation, repair or replacement acrion . Note that in 

some ins[a.nces a seller has a right to repair the set if defeccive under consumer 

warranties. In SUci1 cases, you may not. revoke YOLlr acceptance and disconrinue 

making payments. 

If1 buy something with a high interest rate loan and later have money to 

payoff the loan, must I pay the entire amount of interest, which would 
have been due over the tenn of the original contract? N o. (~eneral1 y a 

consumer has a right to prepay a loan at any lime wirhom penalty. It is impor­

tant [(l follow [he general rules given in the contracts section of th is book pr ior 

[(l signing. You should read and understand al l provisions of a contract and 

check to see if it has a prepayment penal ty provision . 

Can a pocchase contract say that if I do not pay, the store can automati­

cally get its money from my wages? No. The Texas Constitution, excep t for 

the enforcement of court-ordered child support payments, prohibits garn ish­

ment of wages due for personal services. However, once a payroll check is 

deposited into a debtor's bank account, the proceeds may be subject co 

ga rnishment. 

1 	 Can the purchase contract say that if I default, I agree to assign my wages 

to the store? No. In l e.'(as, no retail installment contract or retail charge agree­

ment can include an assignment of wages. T his is generally erue of all 

consumer creelit loans as well. 
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Can a lender have different rules for making loans to women than to 

men? No. It is un lawful for any credilor to discriminate against :U1\' app licant 

because of race, religion, gender, marital sratus or agt:. Lenders may only ll1<lke 

distinctions based on the applicant's crewr wOrTh iness. t\ married pcr~on who 

does not have an outside job might have problems obtain ing .l loan unltss that 

person has sufficiclH collalera.ilo provide as st:l.urit) for the Inall . If [he 

person's spouse has an established crc:d j [ r.uing, the .~pouse coulJ guarantct: rhe 

loan or provide mher securiry, which woulJ SUppOIT rhe hm. 

Consumer Protection ~ ,,­
What ace some consumer protection laws and what do they do? Swe regu ­

lations have been adopted in many areas includIng (crm paper sales, motor 

vehicle sales and repairs, home soli ciwtion sellillg. and home improvemen t 

conuacts. Information about consumer pro tection can bt: found on the 

Internet at http://lwww.oag.state.tx. us. 

$ 	 Truth in lending: TI-us requires d isclosure of credir COStS dnd COl1lract 

provisions so that consumers can compare credit terms. it also gives a 

three-day right to cancel any credit sales when rht' collateral for the 

debt is a residence. 

• ET.C. Door-To-Door Rule: T h is regulation creares :l three-day recis­

sion right for any contract on cred it and ca~b sales of $25 .00 or more, 

which take place away from rhe seller's regular p lace of business. Door­

to-door contracts are req uired to conrain a bold-faced no tice of the 

cancellation right. 

• Unsolicited credit cards: This law p rohibits issuanct' of ll nsoiicit{'d 

credit cards. Yo u may file a complai nr with the federal Trade 

Commission if you receive an unsolici ted crt:dir card. I [owever. yo u 

may have applied fo r one and forgo rren about it (in the mall, at the 

footba ll stadium, or the baskt:tbaH arena, where YOLI received a fi-ee T­

shirt or tovvel to fill out an applicatio n) , or you may simply have 

received a renewed card for an acco unt that yo u have recently 

cancelled. If you do receive a ca rd thac YO LI do not want, CUt it up and 

conract the ca rd iss uer and tel l them that YOLl do nor want an account. 

• Fair Credit Reporting Act: This law ensures tair, cimdy and accurate 

reporting of credit information. rt ab o restricts rl1c use of reports on 

consumers, and in certain situations, requires the deleti on of obsolete 
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in r{ lrmarioll . The law applies to lenders and employers, as well as any 

business dut provides credit reports. 

• Equal Credit Opportwlity Act: Th is proh ibits discri mi naTion in 

lend ing beGiU~e of race, rel igion, sex, marital status or age. The law 

applies ro alilendel"s al1d c red it rr;msilCtions , not just consumer credit 

transactions . There are rules fo r taking, evaluating :md acting on a 

credi t applicarion excepr when rhe spouse's credit history is part of the 

IO;:lll or the signalll l'e i., needed for the lender to take a securiry i'1terest 

ill (ollareral tor rhe 10al1 . Other rules apply to furni shing and main­

tai ning credit info rmation. 

What is the difference between a "full" and " limited" wacranty? All 

warranties must he labeled as either "full " or "limited." Under a "full " 

warranrv, the dealcrlman utacru rer is given a reasonable number of chances to 

fix defects bur [hen must aJJow yo u to choose a full refund or a replacement 

withoul cha rgc. A " [ull" \Var~nry app! ics to anyone who owns the producr 

during J 1e war~mY perind. Few "fu \l" warranties are given . T he refund or 

replacemenl right<; do not l'xist under "limited" warrant ies. Most warranties 

are "Ii mired ." 

Are warranties important? Yes , they establish your right to have defecrs fixed 

at no charge. rOll shmJd ;l!ways ask for a copy of the warranty. A dealer is 

requi red fO give :-ro u a copy. Texas has a Deceptive Trade Practices Act, which 

gives you additi (lllal ri~h '$ fo t breach of warrant)' or for other deceptive trade 

praclices. T he An ()lfer~ consumers srrong protection against sel lers of defective 

produces. 

Do J have any protection after the stated warranty period ends? Maybe. 

There is usuallv an implied (unwritten) warranty created by statute that, for a 

reasonable lime, an item Jlurchased from a dealer wi ll be fit for the purpose for 

which it wa~ sold. 

Do these war.ranties apply to used items? After the stated warrant)' period, 

there are no wanal1l ics. 

Do I have to pay for unauthorized work done by a repair shop? It depends 

on what yo u wid the shop when you asked them to do the repairs. The law 

protccts all consumers on repair cont racts, requi ring written estimates under 

certain circumstances. 
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What if I bought a "lemon"? TIle Texas Lemon Law is a state law that helps 

consume rs who huy or lease new motor vehicles and have repeated problems 

getting their vehicles properly repaired , repurchased, or replaced. The Lemon 

La\\" is limi ted to veh icles purchased or leaseJ fro m Texas licensed dealers 

or leasers. 

What vehicles are covered by the Lemon Law? New vehides, including cars, 

(rucks , vans., motorcycles, all -terrain vehides, motor homes , towable recreation 

vehicles, and demonstrator vehicles. The relief available to used motor vehicle 

buyers is limited to repairs on ly, if the vchicle is sri ll under the original 

he rory warramy. 

How do I file a complaint? A Lemon Law complaint must be filed in writing 

ro the Texas Dep,mmem orTransporr.ation, IV[otor Vehicles Division. It is 

important tha t all recorJs be kept of repair orders, letters to manufacturer, 

and calls. 

For further information and forms, contact the Texas Department of 

Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division, PO_ Box 2293, Austin , TX 78768 or 

call Statewide roll G-ee 800-622-8682. 

Whom should I contact if I have consumer questions? Attorney General of 

Texas, C onsumer Pro tection at 1-800-621-0508 or "i exas Departmen t of 

Transporra tion at 1-800-622-8682 or on the web at ei ther \-vww_dot.state. rx. us 

or W,v\'1.oag.state. rx. us/ co nsumer/ consumer.shtml 

Marriage, Divorce and Children ft 
When can a person marry without parents' consent? At age 18 , you can 

marry without the ( onst:nt of your parents. 

What is the youngest age at which a person can marry with parents' 
consent? The youngest age at which a person may many with parents' 

consenL is 16. 

Is a marriage a contract? Yes, it is a conrract between a man and a woman. 

State law creates the relationsh ip and describes the consequences of divorce or 

other marital problems. 

I t, 

How does one get a marriage license? You apply to the county clerk no 

more than 30 days, but at least 72 hours, before the marriage ceremony and 

pay the application fee. 

What is required for a valid marriage? Allyou need is: 
• A valid marriage license 

~ An authorized official (generally a clergyman, judge, or others au thor­

ized to perform marriages under the law) 

• A marriage ceremony 

Does Texas recognize "informal" or common law marriages? Yes, a valid 

marriage may also be provided by the execution of a Declaration of Informal 

Marriage form at the County Clerk's office or by proof that: (1) the parties 

agree to be married; (2) live together as husband and wife in this state; and (3) 

represent to others that they were married. A common law marriage is as val id 

as a ceremonial marriage, and a divorce must be obtained to end it. H owever, 

if a claim of common law marriage is not made within two years of the date 

the relationship ended, there is a rebuttable presumption that there was no 

agreement made. 

In a marriage, who has to provide support? Both husband and wife have 

an obligation to provide for support of the other and of all minor children . 

Either spouse may be held liable for necessities furnished to the other, or to 

all minor children. 

What happens in a divorce? A judge will consider ch ild custody, child 

support, and property division. As a general rule, all asse ts and debts acquired 

during the marriage are divided equally. 

What are the grounds for divorce? There are 7 grounds for divorce in Texas. 

These are enumerated in Section 6.001 - 6.007 of the Texas Family Code. 

Texas has two "no fault" grounds for divorce. One is "insuppo rtabil ity, " where 

the legitimate ends of the marriage have been destroyed and the parties have 

no reasonable expectation of reconciling. The other no-fault ground is living 

apart for a period of three years. 

Can a father be required to support a child if he is not married? Yes. The 

child, the child 's mother, a child support agency, or certain other parties can 
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sue a father. A wage assignment can be obtained that will automatically deduct 

the amount from the father's paycheck. 

What if the man denies that he is the child's father? The child, the child's 

mother, a child suppOrt agency, or certain other parties can start a paternity 

action. The court will require blood tests. Very accurate blood tests now exist. 

If the question is not setded, a trial will be held to determine who is the 

child's father. 

Maya parent's rights be terminated? Yes. A court may terminate parental 

rights for a variety of reasons, including abandonment, failure to support, 

endangerment of the physical or emotional well being of the child, and 

varibus other grounds. 

Does an abused spouse have to start a divorce action to get assistance 
from the courts? No. You can get a protective order from the court if you or a 

member of your family or household have been subject to abuse and the court 

finds that abuse is likely to occur in the foreseeable future. The order may 

contain a wide variety of remedies. Failure to comply with the terms of the 

order can be punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. Check your 

Yellow Pages under Social Service Organization for battered wives of spouse 

abuse groups. 

What kinds of protection can an abused spouse receive from a court while 

a divorce action is pending? In Texas the same relief under protective orders, 

as stated above, is available to a spouse while a divorce action is pending. 

Can an abused spouse have a criminal complaint pursued against the 

offending spouse? Yes. If you are abused, immediately call the police or prose­

cuting attorney's office. Get hospital treatment and keep records of injuries, 

wirnesses, police officers, and medical attendants. Get copies of medical 

reports. A temporary protective order may be requested to keep your spouse 

away from your home and place of employment. 

Can an abused spouse bring an action for personal injuries against the 
offending spouse? Yes. To do so, a civil action must be started. You should see 

an attorney to discuss the sufficiency of evidence, the facts that must be 

proven, and the amount of damages or other remedies you could obtain. 
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~ Apartments T 
Must a lease be written to be enforceable? Nil, 11Il1e;~ I h~ I, J,.,t: is r'lI lnnger 
rh,ln one yea r. 

What are the advantages of having a. written lease? 

• You will hJvr. ~1. ht.rn:1 jJt:a oLdl your rights ,lllel obligallom 
• You will h~l':e protection ,lgains[ di~lli'l1cst~, 

• )~1l1 will b.\ve "rtJlen ion 'Igains( puor rl1t:I1lOrll~. 

What are the disadvantages of a written lea~e? 

• PrimeJ form l~;J,e> tl5uallr 1:1\'w rill: l,'IIJlnrd . 
• Tin: ic.LSe cuuld Lil.lltge \()(lIe 01 [he rulL'S that wllItid (trhc!\\'ise flVO[ 

lhe l<:!1Jnr. 

What is a security deposit. ho,," much mllnt:)' is ile wmally. and wh:u isil 

used for? [r is an ..111101l11l or 1n('Ilc'\ l\)ji-~ll ClJLtd LO Ollr. ''lillllh\ relit. Inn ~111 

hI! any amount) rklt dIe' 1.Ll1dlnrd m.W hold .1-' ~1."'-'lIril)' .lgJill.,1. lus~ ft'r ilel11~ 
such <IS property J,l[l1:lgL''i. unde-JIl londilil)n:; , :mJ 1Il1p.lid rent. 

The landlord 111;1)' rL'ta.in .111 or PM[ oj 'd\l.: ~t:,-uril: depom tTl IKV for JJJ11J.g~ 
or charges Ii'll' \vhkh YOLl arc leg,tll:., hahle IInJ~'r rilL' 1\:,~l.'C 111 .1~ .1 rt'.~llir I)j 

br\:'aking the lea~c.•. k rna)' 1101, hl)\\l'\cr, rel,lill .1Il\' porti(1I1 Of.i ~t:u[my 

J('!-,ll~it to lover lIormal wc;.tr .Hld tlar. rhc lellJIIf 1I111S1 gl\T tlte lJlllJlord 

wriuen Sl~llelllcnt of the [LlI,lIIl'~ tiJfw,:udillg ,h.ldn:~s 111'(11\ rno"il1~ Oil' 11 tilt 

remnt Joe~ this, ~1fld i~ not ddlfl.pte.tll ill the rl'l1L tit.: 1.1I1dlllrd 11111\1 gl\'t: [0 
Ihe rcnam all itcmi/..:d li,lor d~'duLIi\lm" if ,Ul\" '.\'[Ihin 30 days, ,1111..1 .1 reill11J 

of the un used porLioJl of rhe SClllflt)' dcp(l~i ,. 

May I withhold my bst month'!. n: ,I: ,d requcs[ that Illy landlord appJic~ 

my deposit to the rent due? Nll. 

In a monthly lease, can lend the lease by jru, lea\'ing at the cnd of a 

month? No. You must ~i\'\: Olle I1lOnrh'5 IlIJ[jCl', links, .\ dilii;rt Ilt l'l.·rilld 01 

nouu' is ,\pecifictl in J JOCllI11C'11l ~igncd b) hodt P.ll1tcS, 
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If 1 sign a lease with 3 friends as tenants, and rlley move out, do I have to 

pay the full rent or only my quarter share? It depends on what the lease 
~ays. YOLI will probably hJ.ve co pay rhe ti.JI rem. You would then have a claim 
against vour friends ,md could sue them . 

If I break a lease, what amount can I be sued for? You can be sued for all 

unpaid rent, for anv physical d<lmage incl udi ng twusual cleaning expenses, for 
a(h-ert is i n~ expcnses anJ other costs of re-renring the apartment, and for the 
landlord's ,uwrney fec~ and court COStS, if rhe wrl tlen lease provides for that. 

Should I have renter's insurance? Yes . The landlord's insurance will 

cover onh' the huilding, 110l your possessions. Renter's insuran ce is 
rd atlvely incxpensive. 

What are my obligatioll."i as a tenant? Under the law, a tenant must 
refra in from damaging [he rental prcm ises and keep the premises in a fit and 

livable condirion. 

How does dIe landlord terminate a tenancy for non-payment of rent? If 

you do no t pay the rent when due. a landlord may give you a notice to either 
payor leave wiLhin three dJYs. This notice ( 0 leave or vacate may be preceded 
by a norice of ddault: if (here is a wrirtcn lease that provides For one. The 

lhree-Jay notice requires the tenant to leave Lhe premises within that time. If 
you do not leave, the lanJlord can file an ev iction lawsuit in the Justice of the 
Peace court . Fvcn if rou are evicted . vou are liable for the rent until you are 

evicnxl by an order of the court. 

What can I do if the landlord refuses to make repairs to the premiseS? 
The lalldlO1'd~~ genel"lll dllty ;J to make a diligent effort to repair or remedy 
a cOlldition if 

.. The [enam specifies the condirion in a notice to the person to whom 

rent is normally paid. 

• The tenant is nOL delinquent in the paymem of rent. 
• The condition materially affects the physical health or safety of an 

ordinary te na nt. 

• The condirion is nor c lused by the tenant or a member of the tenant's 
fam ily or a guest of the tenan t. 
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rr the cnsr or tht: repair b minor in 1t.~lati()n tll lhe relll, it may be your respon­
sibility to h:.;: rhe problelll depending 011 whal ytlur writtell lease may provide. 

When conditions are so had .1S tn make th(' premi~cs "uninhabirahk," you 

should consult an anorney ahout pn'isihle rtl11edies. J\ lanJlurd has a Icg<ll 
durv to provide s{'curiry and .di?l)" devices ~lIch ;lS lkadholr locks. peep holes . 

and smoke deteclors. 

Under what circwnstances can the J:J.ndlord enter my premises? A bndlord 

Illay ('nter yom prcmist'$ at reasonahle LJ Illes to i nspcct, makt: repai rs or show 

the premises to prospenive r.:nanrs. The landlord nuy enler :u unusual situa­

tion" to preserve ()J' prorect the premises. 

Can a landlord refuse to rent an apartment to Ole? Cener;)Ii},. ves. l'be 

denial may not he ha.\ed on r<lee . religion, ~lmill;ll srams or national ol·igin. 

Employment 


Must an employer give employees a written contract? No. Texas ha . ., "at 
will" employmetll. I\n employ 111l'11f ulOtr;lCl is ;1 rarity in Texas because 

employers do notlikc to hlllder l" contract rheir ~lbilil) [0 fire an employee. 

For what reasons can an employee be fired? No emplovce has all expccra­

tion for contin ued employment, and an el11ployer has the right to nre any 
emplo)"ec tor any reason. The ~'l11plo"ce must ~h()w f hat the term inarion 
resulted from a ~tatutl)lT \·i(liaLinn. 1\1ml st,ltutory violations concern allcgJ ­
tioll s of discrim ination of' some ~()Tf . IIkpll di~crjmin,tlioll occurs wht:n ;Ul 
employer trt'oHS you Jlfh.'rcl1tiy hecause 0()'01i1 race. sex, religinn, national 

origin. age. 01 becallse of a disahility Y(ll/ must be 40 vcars of .lge or oltkr to 

ha\"c proreltion trom age discrimlnarion . 

Do these discrimination prohibitions apply to hiring as well? Yes. An 

employer is prohibited from hasing employment decisions on an appli cant~s 

race, sex, religion, nariomJ origin. age. or hcc;um. '.It a disabil ity. If discrimi na­
lion i.~ suspected, an administral ive complainr must be filed with the appro­
priate agency. The ~cd~'r,11 ;tgenC\" is rhe Fqu;t! Fmployment Opportuniry 

Comm is$ioll (EEOC) The FEOC worb with the Fair LmploYl11el1t Practice 
\gencics U-EPAsl. Ynu mmt file your discrimination charge with the rEPA 
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wl[hin I SO Jay... of' tilt: '" rUllgful comlucr Tht·\1: cluJ~es rabe claims under 

~t.\tl' .HIl! I,l(.lll.l\"~ prohihiting ':1ll(Jlllyltll"nt Jj~(rilllillalllln as well J.S tbt 
I~J.:r.tllaw!> cnl;Hccd by the Equal Emplo\'ll1enl Opportunity Commission. 

77JI! htj,' ElllplrrymclII Pl'Ilctice Agel/cie.~ (JJjice ill 7i.'Xf1.~ is listed be/.()w: 
·lcx.l!> Cnmmissiun on Human Right!> (FWPA) 
EO. Box 1300(; Capiwl .)wion 

Austill. Tc..xJ.\ 78711-3()()(1 

Phol1e: I-HR~-4 5>1:;78 

\\/tbsire: hnp;/1......w\'I. wekwile.w/ teh r 

nitary Service and Selective 
Service Registration 

At what age 01" a persun enlist in the armed forces? A person can enlisr as 
early JS agt 1-, \,'Irh parell{al wmellt, and al 18, wirhllUl. Both males Jnd 

lem.lb L.II .. IIll( '~,-' [II ellli~r in any bmn.:h A'!lll miliran. Enlistees mu~t he 
Lil i/t'IlS 1;1" th~ UniLed ~ta(cs ur immigra11l aliens wirh immigrarion :tnJ natu­
ral i/.atiofl p;lpef~. 

Who is fcquiretf (0 register for Selective Service? AlIll.S. citizen males are 
rl''1l1lrl:d to n:gi!>lcT fill Sdn.uve St:niu: Uplll1 fl:a<.hin~ their 18th blrlhlilY. 
\I~ll , .ill pCrln<1nclll resid<:lIt aliens auJ 1I1lJoCUI111.!Illcd aliens muse register, 

Llwfull1nn-imll1igrallts 011 visJS should nor rq:~i~[t-r. UIHil the age of 26, men 
~ ~ ~ 

t[l' n:yuirl'J w inforlll the ~dec[j\,c Scrvi(c !\gcm.-y whcl1l'ver they change 
[hl:1r llcrrll.IIIClll altJIl'SS 

\X'hen do ( register? All n:quirl'd males Il1U~t register wirhin 3D Jays of their 
IHill tmllrd.\)"; (hiS rro\'iJe~ a (,O.Jay window ill whiLil regLsrration is possible . 

• \ man IlUY rl'~i~tcr a~ early a~ 17 )'1:".11"$ anJ :3 months old. 
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How do I regisler? 

• On-line ,It ww\-v4.sss,gm'. 

• Complerc "nel rerum a registration form :wLlilahle al ilily 

U.S. Post Oftlce. 
• Rerum a reminder mail -h:lCk c.mllh.\( is ~l'nt to i1Wlly )'Ollllg 1111':11 

around the rime tlleY rum 18. 

• Check "'rb'· PIl Box #29 011 dw Free :\ppli"::l[ioll J()r h.:deral \ruJl'1lI 
Aiel (FAF~Al. 

• Through lhe. a.s,isr.lnce or 111 appoinred Sdo.:cri\'c Savitt' Regim:lr .tt 
your high schnol. jf "".tJI'lblc. 

WiU draft cards be issued wben I register? 'lOll will re..:civl' a regisrr.llion 
acknowledgment GlrJ lIpon registering. If;l drafl m:curs. you will he florilic:ci 
by the me~ns specified 1I1 die draft: guide. The l1oricL' will order YOLl tu f'-'port 

fix a physical examination ,lI1d proce~~ing. It will .llsll prmide int;"·Il1.1tillll Oil 

possible excmpnons anJ JcfcrmelH.~. 
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NOTE: THIS BOOKLET IS BASED ON TEXAS LAW AND IS 
ISSUED TO INFORM AND NOT TO ADVISE 

This materittl is /I StllllllllflY or/ht' /<lIl'S, Its tbry existed ill NO/lelllbel' 2005 
lit tbe time ofpublimtioll. 1his is GENERAL (lntl BASIC informatioN only. 
utws lLI'e C01ISJIl11t~)I clJl11lgillg. E\'ceptions I'IUI speci,tl cirm1l/stll1lCeS exist. 

You should sl!I!k legit! tldl'iCf.frOIll fllliltrOl7lPY o/vollr (·/JOice /{,bo £'1111 take 

illto IIt'COlillt till the fiutol's l't'kl1flllt to Y0ltr particular sirw,tioIJ. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS IN YOUR CITI 
(Please fill in Ilppropriflte fL llmben-.) 

C ity H all : ______________________ 

County COllf thollSl:: 

Co unty C leric 

District Auorney: _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ ____________ _ 

Voter Registration: 

Poli ce Department, Sheriff, Fi re Depart men t, EIll Cl' iSl'ncy .i\blic.11 Aid : 911 

TEXAS NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 

State Bar of Texas for lawyer referral services 
800-204-2222 option 7 0 hnp:l/w\\'w.texasbar.com 

Anomey General of Texas, Consumer Protection 
800-62 1-0508 · http ://www. oag.Slal t".[X.US 

Consumer-Reporting Agencies (fees are jnvolved) 

Experian . ... . .... .888-397-3742 

TransUnion ........800-888-42 13 

Equifax . . . . . ..... 800-585-1111 


Texas Department of Transportation 

800-622-8682 · www.dot.sratc.[X.us 


Motor Vehicle D ivision 

P.O. Box 2293 , Austin, TX 787(;(; 

Texas Commission on Human Rights (FWPA) 
888-452-4778 • http://www.welcome.ro/ tchr 
P.O . Box 13006 Capito l 5tarion 


Austin, Texas 787 11 -3006 


Texas Abuse Hotline 

800-252- 5' i()(l 
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http://www.welcome.ro/tchr
http:www.dot.sratc.[X.us
http:http://www.oag.Slalt".[X.US
http:hnp:l/w\\'w.texasbar.com

